SHIPLOADS    OF    TOWNS
of cultural, political and technical experts. It found its
place in the Ark next to the furs, the boots of felt leather and
rubber, the 2000 packets of razor blades, and the 3 boxes
full of soap and toothbrushes. Every member of the 'army'
had been told what he should take with him. But Noah
was taking no risks. And since it is the rule for these Arctic
pioneer towns that every necessity of life should be shared out
free to the pioneers, the doctor could even show me a tin
drum full of birth-control appliances. ' Abortion is prohibited
under the new family law. I shall therefore make it my duty
to advise the men and women in Nordvyk on methods of
voluntary prevention of conception.5
Each member was also entitled to 25 cigarettes a day and
the rations had already been given out daily from the day
of departure. One of the journalists, who was a non-smoker,
gave me six boxes which he had stored under his bed.
'There are some girls who smoke furiously', he said. 'It
makes me sort of popular with them if I can present one or
other of them a box from time to time. But a journalistic
colleague, of course, ought to be given precedence.*
All whom I asked about the problems that could arise
in such a small and isolated community owing to the
striking disproportion of the sexes, ruled out*such problems
as incompatible with cultured and disciplined people.
Now that is a thing which I do not believe, even of people
who (as they say) can see a hyacinth when it is still a bulb.
If they do look upon each other—as everyone of them pro-
fessed with stereotyped unanimity—simply as 'brothers and
sisters, and nothing else', then there must be a lot of repres-
sion underneath their demonstrative self-control. A geo-
desist, who went to Nordvyk to advise on the lay-out of
mining plants, took me into his confidence regarding this
question. 'It must be hell to live on a Polar station where
there are twelve men and three women', he said, 'but that
I should perhaps accept as unavoidable and should concede
that the people who go there are exceptional personalities

